The Grand Hastilude
at Cricket Lane

2010 IJA-Canada National Championship

The Joust

Armour Regulations

· Standard IJA armour regulations will be in effect.  For clarification of these rules, see the IJA International Handbook, the IJA-Canada Handbook, or speak to a member of the IJA-Canada Board of Directors.

· Lance arrets will be allowed, but are not required.

· The preferred target area will be an ecranche-style shield.  Loaner shields will be available for those who do not have their own.  (These must be arranged in advance.)  Heater shields are grande gardes will be allowed, at the discretion of the Head Judge.
· Personal squires are encouraged to wear the armorial bearings or colours of their competitor.

Lances
· Competitors may choose to provide their own lances.

· If competitors provide their own lances, the following must be observed:

· Lances must measure six feet in length from the front of the hand to the forward end of the lance (without tip).

· Lance shafts in front of the hand must be made of wood. 

· A 1-1/4 inch inside diameter socket must be affixed to the tip of the lance, in order to accept a standard tournament balsa lance tip.

· The Tournament Marshal will disallow lances that do not meet these specifications.

· Competitors who do not provide lances will have them provided by the Tournament Marshal.

· Lances provided will be of straight 1-1/2 inch diameter dowel construction, with no vamplate.

· There will be 6 ft of dowel in front of the hand.

· There will be approximately 2 ft of dowel behind the hand.

· All lance tips will be provided by the Tournament Marshal.

· Lance tips will be 3 ft of 1-1/4 inch diameter balsa, pre-cut (quartered) for the approximately the middle two thirds of the tip
· No coronels will be used.
Tournament Format

· The format of the tournament is at the sole discretion of the Tournament Marshal, depending on the number of competitors who attend.

· The tournament is expected to be held on a single day (the Saturday).

· Larger numbers could dictate splitting the tournament across both days of the weekend.

· It is expected that the tournament will be a full round robin, with each competitor being able to meet all other competitors.  (Every IJA tournament in Canada has followed this format thus far.)
· Winners and placement will be determined by total number of points.  Ties in the final standings will be determined either by a final bout, or by the number of best hits throughout the tournament, at the discretion of the Head Judge, depending on time available.

Match Format
· Joust lists will be open.  That is, the centre list and counter-lists will not be joined.  However, the tiltyard is well confined and the centre and counter lists will stop approximately 15 feet from the perimeter fence.
· Each jouster will start from their initial assigned end of the list.

· The jousters will be signaled (verbally or through flags) that the list is ready.

· Jousters will indicate to each other (personally or through squires) that they are ready.  This is usually done by raising the lance in salute.

· Each match may start with a measuring pass, especially if it is either the mount’s or the competitor’s first match of the day.  The measuring pass may be dispensed with at the agreement of both opponents.  Measuring passes may be done with or without a lance.  (There will be no contact, if using a lance.)

· The Head Judge or either competitor may call for further more measuring passes, at the beginning or throughout the match, if they deem it necessary to judge the readiness of either the competitors or the mounts.

· Once the competitors have made a pass, they will wait at the end for a new lance, and for the indication that the list is ready again.  (They will not return to their initial assigned end.)

· There will be two scored contact passes for each match.  This may be changed at the discretion of the Head Judge and the Tournament Organizer.  Competitors will be informed of any change before the tournament commences.
· Safety or Mercy passes are usually indicated by maintaining the lance in, or raising the lance to, an upright position.  Safety passes may be called/indicated by either competitor during the run.  When a safety or mercy pass is indicated in the middle of a run, the competitors should maintain their defensive position, as the opponent may not see the indication in time to avoid striking.

· Re-runs are at the sole discretion of the Head Judge.

· Jousters may have any assistance with their horses that they request throughout the match.

Joust Rules

· Dropping the reigns is not required.  (It is, in fact, discouraged, due to the open list format.)  However, competitors who habitually use the reins to maintain balance may be warned or disqualified.
· The ecranche is the preferred target area for the strike, however the legal strike zone is anywhere between the waist and the shoulders, excluding arms.

· Below the waist and the neck/head area are not legal targets, and will not be scored.

· Although competitors should do their best to present a good target, there will be no reruns for folded shields, as the breastplate is a legal target.

Scoring

· 1 point for a lance tip touch to the target area.  (Mark or damage to the lance tip.)

· 2 points for a broken lance.  (Single or simple break.)

· 3 points for a shattered lance tip.  (Multiple or complex breaks.)

· No additional points are given for unseatings or unhorsing.

· If a competitor is unable to complete a match, a replacement match (a bye) will be scheduled for the opponent so that the opponent has the opportunity to gain the points for the cancelled match.

· Alternately, if a competitor is no longer able to complete the tournament, all matches for that competitor may be removed from the scoring record.  This decision will be at the sole discretion of the Head Judge.

Penalties

· Out of Gait (Walk, Trot or Halt at point of impact):

· No points will be allowed for a strike if a competitor’s (striker’s) mount is not in the proper gait (canter or gallop). 

· Strike to Illegal Target Area:

· At the Judge’s sole discretion, strikes to illegal target areas throughout the tournament may result in a warning to the competitor.  Multiple strikes to illegal target areas throughout the tournament may result in disqualification.

· Strike to the Horse:

· Strike with any part of the lance – immediate warning to the competitor.  Multiple strikes throughout the tournament may result in disqualification.

· Direct strike with tip of lance – immediate disqualification from the tournament.  No discretion.
· ALL penalties during the competition are at the sole discretion of the Head Judge, so long as decisions are rendered fairly across all competitors.

· Although this is a private event, there will be selected guests in attendance.

· Any behavior in the lists that could adversely affect the public profile or perception of the Grand Hastilude or the IJA-Canada can be given a warning or penalty at the sole discretion of the Head Judge.

· Any behavior anywhere on the tournament grounds that could adversely affect the public profile or perception of the Grand Hastilude or the IJA-Canada can be given a warning or penalty at the sole discretion of the Tournament Marshal.

Judging

· Two primary judges will be used, one on each side of the list.  A Head Judge will moderate and make final decisions.  Assistant judges may be chosen, either from the foot crew or from competitors not competing in a given match, at the request of the Head Judge.

Changes

· Competitor’s meetings will be held on site to remind and clarify to the participants the rules and format, and to review any minor changes that may need to be made, as appropriate.

· Due to the unpredictable nature of the circumstances surrounding competitors and mounts, the Head Judge will have authority to make any changes required on the field during the competition.
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